BEING 


A True and Faithful Relation of an Eminent Farmer's 
Son, at Timsborough 7n the County of Somerler, five 
Miles beyond Bath, who has had ſeveral Sleepy Fits, 
ſometimes for 24, Hours, ſometimes for 48 Hours, ano- 
ther time for 7 Weeks together, beyond all poſſibility of 
being waked ; and is now in the fifth Week of another 
Sleep, as it 1s atteſted by the particular Knowleds of the 
Relator, tbe Diſtempered's own Relations, and the po- 


ſrrive Teſtimony of ſeveral Gentlemen of the ſaid County. 
21. ſept - 1697: | 

Here having been of late ſv many ſhameleſs and ridicutous Fables 

of monſtrous and incredible Prodigies printed, and ſent abroad in 

the World : The Relator of this Story cou'd hardly be prevail'd up= 

on to publiſh this true and certain account, concerning the ſtrange 
and. wonderful Sleeping of Samuel! Chilton, which: he had received partly 
from his own Knowledg, having himſelf ſeen him in one of his Drowlſy and 
Lethargick Fits, and partly from the unqueſtionable Teſtimony of ſeveral of 
the ſaid Chilton's Relations, at whoſe Houſe he lay, and with whom this 
Relator is LAS Y PORUAInEeG! leſt he ſhou'd be look'd upon as an Impoſer 
on the Credulity of Mankind. But the thing now beginning to be notorious, 
being abundantly confirmed by the Report: of divers: others that. have ſeen 
him; and being beſt acquainted with the Difemper'd Perſon, and the Circum- 
ſtances of his Diſcafe, he has thought ic adviſcable, in order to prevent falſe 
Stories, -and any Prejudice that-may- thereupon . ariſe to the Family of the 


Diſcaſed,. to give the Worid this true, unqueſtionable, and well-atteſted 
Account of the whole Matter of FaQ, - 01 


» 
{ 


| Samnel Chilton, of Timsborowgh, in the County of Semer{et, was on Thiirſ- 
day before Eaſter laſt was Twelve-month, ſeiz'd with an heavy Lethargick 
kind of Diſtemper, which to far prevail'd upon him, that in order to. his Re- 
covery, he was Cupp'd, Scarrify'd, and Bliſtcr'd, by Mr. Gibbs, Apothecary 
at Beth (who is alſo very well acquainted with the Truth of this Relation) 
but could by no means be reſtor'd to his Senſes, bur lay ſeveral days together 


in © ny breathing Sleep, wholly inſenſible of any thing that had been done 
tO 1M, 


Indeed 


_-_— 


[2 | : 

Indeed in the beginning of his Sickneſs he ſlept for the moſt part only 24 
or 46 hours in the Week, and inthe Latervals, -Har,--Drank, and had-the be- 
nefit of Nature as wellas moſt Men in the Town,-rothe Amazcment of-all 
the Phyſicians thereabouts, of whom many came to viſit him ia his Fits of 
Sleeping, and at other times.” Ns ny 

But the Diſtemper growing ſtrong upon birn, in the latter end of his Sick- 
neſs he fell into a ſtubborn unremoveable Sleep for ſven Weeks within two 
days, without the leaſt intermiſſion or ſign of Waking, receiving no manner 
of Suſtenance, nor affording *' any Symptom of Life bur Breath and Warmth. 
This Fit was fo ſtrong, that they could open his Mouth with nofort of Tn- 
ſ{trument, farther than to pour n half a Spoonful-of Feat, which was infus'd 
into him when he flepr. During the Continuance of 'this long Lethargy he 
had'no Stool; and made. Water but once..:: dent bn an 

On Auguſt the, 8rh, He awaked, walked about, eat, drank, and digeſted 
his Food very well; and being asked whether he remembred any thing that 
Mr, Gibbs, or any of his Friends had done for him? reply'd, he had been {enſi- 
ble of nothing ; but wonder'd how he came into the place and houſe where he 
then was, it not being the ſame he fell aſleep in; for they had remov'd him in 
his ſleep. Le + ds ey ent RAT TIED 

He rnſetfalſo athrm'd, that he was.in all points as if he had ſlept but one 
night, neither was he weary nor fore in Iy1ng- upon his: Bed for- fo long a 
time, and reliſh'd every thing he took with the. ſame Guſto as he did before : 
Moreover the Gentleman that fends this Account, fays they wrapt a Sheet to- 
gether,and clapt itto his Face and Mouth, as hard as a Man cou'd preſs it down 
with one Hand ; nay, that he himſelf has held him with his Hands by the 
Mouth and Noſe for about half a Quarter of an Hour together, and could nor 

rceive him ro ſtart, vi thatthere was any Alteration in him at all. —_ 

On the 8th Inſtant he had been four entire Weeks in another Fir, andton- 
tinues in the ſame now at his Brother's houſe, from whom, among others we 
Have receiv'd this Intelligence. 280 £ a2 

This Samuel Chilton, the unhappy Subje& of this Story, is a Tall, Luſty, 
Raw-Bon'd Man, proportionably Limb'd, of a brown Comple@ion, abour 
27 Years of Age, and exceeding Strong. © 

There have been ſeveral Lords both Spiritual and Temporal to ſe him : 
Sometimes there are Twelve or Fourteen Noble-mens Coaches at the Door, 
and above 100 Perſons of all Qualities, from the Path, in a Day, to faris 


themſelves of the Truth of this Report: He is now Sleeping in the Fifth 


Week of his third Fir. 224, | | 
If any ſhall queſtion the Truth of what's here related, they may be fully 


fatisfy'd concerning the whole matter at Mr. Rzche's in Ae tern "Cottt ink 


St. Martins Lz Grand, by a Gentleman that has ſeen tim, and can produce di- 
vers Letters from ſeveral Eminent Perſors of thoſe Parts, atteſting the ſame.” 
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